Randomized trial comparing two devices: the Palmaz-Schatz stent and the Strecker stent in bail-out situations.
To assess whether differences in design (geometry, flexibility) and material (electrostatic behavior) may influence the acute and late outcome following intracoronary stent implantation in the treatment of acute or threatened closure after prolonged balloon inflations, 50 patients were randomized to receive either a Palmaz-Schatz stent (n = 25) or a Strecker stent (n = 25). [table: see text] Both Palmaz-Schatz and Strecker stents are equally effective in restoring vessel patency in bail-out situations. The incidence of complications is high and similar for both stents if they were used after failed prolonged balloon inflations. Differences in design and material do not seem to influence the results.